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are told that wages are kept down by competition.
To this Mill replied in the passage I have quoted,
and, upon his own theory, at any rate, replied with
perfect justice, that they were also kept up by com-
petition. The common language upon the subject
is merely one instance of the fallacies into which
men fall when they personify an abstraction. Com-
petition becomes a kind of malevolent and super-
natural being, to whose powers no conceivable limits
are assigned. It is supposed to account for any
amount of degradation. Yet if, by multiplying their
numbers, workmen increase supply, and so lower the
price of labour, it follows, conversely, by the very
same reasoning, that if they refused to multiply, they
would diminish the supply and raise the price. The
force, by its very nature, operates as certainly in one
direction as in the other. If, again, there is com-
petition among workmen, there is competition among
capitalists. In every strike, of course, workmen
apply the principle, and sometimes apply it very
effectually, in the attempt to raise their wages. It
was often argued, indeed, that in this struggle, the
employer possessed advantages partly due to his
power of forming tacit combinations. The farmers
in a parish, or the manufacturers in a business, were
pledged to each other not to raise the rate of wages.
If that be so, you again complain, not of competition,